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SUBJECT: LOS: MEXICO TO ESTABLISH 200-MILE ECONOMIC ZONE 
UNILATERALLY 

1. ACCORDING TO A PRESS REPORT (DATELINED AUGUST 5, ALEXANDRIA), 
MEXICAN FOREIGN SECRETARY EMILIO RABASA ANNOUNCED THAT 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA HAS DECIDED GOM WILL ESTABLISH AN "ECONOMIC 
ZONE" OF 200 MILES FROM MEXICO'S SHORELINE AND WILL CLOSE THE 
GULF OF CALIFORNIA. RABASA SAID THAT MEXICO WILL HAVE EXCLUSIVE 
RIGHTS TO EXPLORE, INVESTIGATE AND EXPLOIT THE RENEWABLE AND 
NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES IN THE WATER COLUMN AND SUBSOIL WITHIN 
THIS ZONE. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE ZONE WOULD INCLUDE A TWELVE- 
MILE TERRITORIAL SEA. 
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2. RABASA INDICATED THAT THE COM WOULD SUBMIT APPROPRIATE 
LEGISLATIONESTABLISHING THIS ZONE DURING THE NEXT SESSION 

OF CONGRESS (WHICH BEGINS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE PRESIDENTIAL 
INFORMEDSEPTEMBER 1). 

3. IN RESPONSE TO A REPORTER'S QUESTION, ABOUT WHETHER 
MEXICO WOULD BE UNDER ANY PRESSURE TO NOT TAKE THIS 
ACTION, RABASA RESPONDED SAYING THAT THE MARITIME POWERS, 
THE US, BRITAIN AND THE USSR, HAVE ALWAYSBEEN OPPOSED TO 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ECONOMIC ZONE"BUT NOTHING OR NO 
ONE WILL STOP US." 

4. RABASA ALSO SAID THAT THE GULF OF CALIFORNIA WOULD 
ONLY REMAIN OPEN FOR AIR AND SHIP NAVIGATION AND SUBMARINE 
CABLES. 

5. COMMENT: FOREGOING IS, OF COURSE, BASED ON WIRE SERVICE 
REPORT FROM ALEXANDRIA AND HAS NOT RPT NOT BEEN CONFIRMED 
LOCALLY. INDEED, IF TRUE, ECHEVERRIA DECISION WILL COME 

AS SURPRISE TO GOM WORKING-LEVEL OFFICIALS HERE, WHO HAD 
EXPECTED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE TAKEN UNTIL FUTHER LOS CON- 
SULTATIONS HAD TAKEN PLACE. SINCE ALL TOP-LEVEL FONSEC 
OFFICIALS ARE CURRENTLY EITHER OUT OF COUNTRY OF ON LEAVE, 
EMBASSY UNABLE TO CERTIFY REPORT S ACCURACY WITH ANY 
AUTHORITY. (AMBASSADOR HAS IN FACT SOUGHT TO TRACK DOWN 
TOP LEVEL AUTHORITIES AND MAKE KNOWN OUR POSITION ON GULF 
AND UNILATERAL DECLARATION FOR PAST TEN DAYS, BUT WITHOUT 
SUCCESS). UNFORTUNATELY, ECHEVERRIA PREDILECTION FOR MAKING 
POLICY IN THE FIELD AND WITHOUT TECHNICAL ADVICE SEEMS TO 
HAVE PREVAILED ONCE AGAIN. 
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